
Use this self-guide to learn more about the role 
of community in American Indian cultures!

Teacher Self-Guide:
grade levels:  6-8

Community



In Native cultures, community is about more than 

people. A community is a special place where people 

are connected to one another and to the land that 

they live on. Native communities have close relation-

ships with the land because it is the land where their 

ancestors (those who came before) lived. It is land that 

also contains special sites that are sacred to the people. 

Some Native communities are made up of people from 

one tribe living where they always have, while in others 

people have been moved away. Some communities 

include people from many different tribes who have 

come together in a city. This self-guide will help you 

learn about different Native American communities 

and their close relationships to the places they live.

To get started, when you enter each exhibit space, have the students 
locate the object pictured in the guide. Ask them to look for maps to 
find out where in the Western Hemisphere that community is located.

When you’re done using the self-guide, try to find more examples of the 
importance of community to Native peoples in the Western Hemisphere.

Cool Down   

Warm Up   

 Note to Tour Leaders: 
Larger groups are encouraged to start in different 
galleries to minimize waiting time and avoid congestion.

Read Aloud   



LeveL 4

ELEVATors

For santa Clara people, life is divided into four 
stages—infant, child, adult, and elder—each 
having its own characteristics and responsibili-
ties in the community. “The way we are raised 
determines whether or not we will be good 
 participants in the community.”  

   Listen to audio in the exhibit to learn more 
about Santa Clara community members.

Easy: What are some things Santa Clara children are taught 
to help them become good community members?

Harder: How do the objects and pictures in this exhibit  
show the importance of community?

Think: Why are all people, young and old, a valuable part  
of the Santa Clara community?

Pueblo of Santa Clara   

Our Universes Gallery    Pueblo of santa Clara, New Mexico

Look for the Our Universes banner in  
the central hallway to find this gallery.

Members of the Community



Protecting the Community

Our Universes Gallery    Hupa (Hoo • pah), California

Hupa people rely on the natural environ-
ment to maintain their culture. However, 
they have been affected by man-made changes 
to their surroundings, including the use of herbi-
cides and pesticides and the Trinity river dam.   

   Watch the video to hear Hupa people talk  
about their connection to the land.

Easy: How do Hupa objects show the community’s connection to the land?

Harder: In what ways have the changes to their environment disrupted  
Hupa culture and traditions?

Think: Why does the Hupa community feel it’s important to continue dances 
and ceremonies? How are their dances and ceremonies connected to the land?

Nahua people have always needed to stay 
connected as a community for their culture 
to survive. since the spanish arrival in 
Nahua communities in the 1520’s, there 
have been many hardships for Nahua 
people. They have struggled to defend their 
lands, cultures, and human rights.  

   Find the painting Struggle Against  
the Dam. Look closely at what  
different people are doing.

Easy: What are some of the hardships the Nahua 
community has endured?

Harder: How did the building of the dam affect  
the Nahua community?

Think: Watch the video in the exhibit. Why did  
the Nahua combine their traditions with  
European customs?

Our Peoples Gallery    Nahua (NAH • wha), Mexico



LeveL 4

ELEVATors

The Ka’apor people make their livelihood in the forests 
of the Amazon. Their food, clothing, homes, medicines, 
stories, and history are all based in the forest. Today, 
the Ka’apor people are fighting against loggers who are 
rapidly cutting down the forests for its valuable trees.

   Look at the tall, round cases that represent trees. Read 
the text on each case to find out more about the trees.

Easy: What are some of the Ka’apor uses for the trees?  
How else can you tell that the Ka’apor rely on the forest?

Harder: In what ways is the Ka’apor culture impacted by  
the destruction of their forest?

Think: In what ways do our daily actions affect the Ka’apor  
and their forest?

Ka’apor
Nahua

Hupa

Our Peoples Gallery    Ka’apor (KA • ah • poor), Brazil

Look for the Our Universes and Our Peoples banners  
in the central hallway to find these galleries.



LeveL 3

ELEVATors

Pamunkey   

Chicago Indian Community

Chicago, Illinois, has one of the largest populations of 
urban Indians in the United states. Their community is 
made up of people from dozens of different tribal back-
grounds from all around the Western Hemisphere.

   Watch the videos in the exhibit to learn more  
about the Chicago Indian community.

Easy: What is the main event that brings the American Indians  
in Chicago together?

Harder: Why is it important for the American Indian people from 
different tribes in Chicago to come together as a community?

Think: What are some of the difficulties Native people in Chicago 
have faced? How have these affected their community?

Our Lives Gallery    Chicago Indian Community, Illinois

Building a New Community

Look for the Our Lives banner in the  
central hallway to find this gallery.



Insert Header Here

The Pamunkey river has provided for the Pamunkey Tribe  
of Virginia for thousands of years. Today, they are working  
hard to protect the waters around their reservation, as well  
as the animals and fish that need the rivers to survive.

   Look at the fishing objects and images  
of the waterway and surrounding land.

Easy: List two ways Pamunkey people have used or use  
the Pamunkey River resources.

Harder: How is the Pamunkey tribe working to bring more  
shad fish back to the Pamunkey River?

Think: One Pamunkey person said the river “is a source of strength and 
belonging” to the Pamunkey community today. What do you think this means?

Long before Europeans came to the Americas, the Chesapeake region  
was home to many groups of Native people. Their ways of life,  
communities, and beliefs are still defined by the waterways, natural  
features of the land, and the animals found here today.  

   Locate a computer screen and click on The Chiefdoms: 1585-1607.  
Look at the images and read about the lifeways (Fishing, Hunting,  
Farming, and Gathering) of tribes in the Chesapeake region.

Easy: Find the gourd bottle in the display case. What drawings do you see?  
What materials are used?

Harder: How do other objects in the exhibit show Native people’s connection  
to land and animals in this region?

Think: Find the color photograph of the modern-day Virginia chiefs on their visit to 
Congress. What might be some of the environmental issues that they bring to the 
attention of other leaders? How are those concerns related to their lands and the 
lifeways of their communities today?

Second Level    return to a Native Place

Our Lives Gallery    Pamunkey (puh • MUN • kee), Virginia



 Looking for more things to do?
Here are three other fun places to stop  
while you’re visiting the museum:

Outdoor Habitats
Visit the grounds surrounding the museum, which contain 
four distinct habitat areas—cropland, meadow, hardwood 
forest, and wetlands. In honor of the local Native peoples  
and the history of this land, all of the plants, trees, and 
shrubs around the museum are native to the Chesapeake 
region. Stop by the Welcome Desk for an informational sheet.

Lelawi Theater (Fourth Level) 
Shown in a circular theater, Who We Are is a film about 
contemporary American Indian life. Surrounded by objects 
from the collection, viewers see images overhead in a  
40-foot dome, while below, a cast rock becomes a rushing 
creek or a storyteller’s fire. (13 minutes)

Allies in War, Partners in Peace 
(Fourth Level)
This bronze sculpture shows the 
alliance and friendship forged 
between the Oneida Nation and 
the United States during the 
Revolutionary War. Oneida Chief 
Oskanondohna, an Oneida woman 
named Polly Cooper, and General 
George Washington are depicted in 
front of the white pine, known as the 
tree of peace. To learn more about 
the symbolism of the sculpture,  
visit www.oneidanews.net/nmai. 

 Teachers and Parents:
Visit our website for more educational resources!
www.AmericanIndian.si.edu/education
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